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5 September 2013 
 
 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
I am writing to alert you to the publication today of the latest data on Scotland’s Carbon 
Footprint: 1998-2010.  This Report has been laid before Parliament under section 37 of 
Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and  provides estimates of Scotland’s greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions on a consumption basis;  that is emissions that are associated with the 
spending of Scottish residents on goods and services, wherever in the world these 
emissions arise, together with emissions directly generated by Scottish households.   It is 
available online at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/09/5719.   
 
The latest data show that Scotland is reducing its global emissions impact.  In 2010, 
Scotland’s carbon footprint had fallen by 18.7%to 82.2 Mt CO2e, from a peak 101.1 Mt CO2e 
in 2007. 
 
The long term trend shows a 6 per cent reduction from 1998 (87.9 Mt CO2e), the earliest 
date for which comparable data is available.  GHG emissions relating to Scotland’s 
consumption of imports also fell by 4% over the same period. 
 
While the slight increase in emissions between 2009 and 2010 is disappointing, it is in part 
due to the particularly cold weather and the associated increase in emissions from 
household heating which occurred at the beginning and end of that year and we know that 
these emissions fell substantially in the following year (2011). 
 
As you know, Scotland is committed to working to meeting its targets, cutting waste and to 
using our resources more efficiently. We have just published our second report on proposals 
and policies for meeting our climate change targets, which includes our new waste 
regulations that will help to reduce Scotland’s global emissions footprint through greater 
prevention, reuse and recycling of materials, whilst also reducing Scotland's reliance on the 
world’s limited supply of primary resources.  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/09/5719
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In addition the Greener Together campaign encourages people to lead more environmentally 
friendly lifestyles, our Low Carbon Networks support a range of community and business 
networks to help promote low carbon living, and the Climate Challenge Fund supports 
communities to reduce the emissions they generate through more efficient consumption of 
goods and services. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PAUL WHEELHOUSE 
 
 


